Hardingstone Academy Newsletter 6

Friday 16th October 2020

Once more thank you for all your support to keep everyone safe at Hardingstone Academy.
Attendance hasimproved overthe last few weeks andit’s great to have everyone together whilewe
can. | am pleased to confirmthat we have not had any positive tests of children or staff at this point
intime. However, pleasecanyou letthe office know if you do not have access to a device thatyou
can use to complete onlinelearning, justin case we need to use remote learninginthe future. As|
visited the 'bubbles'this week, | experienced areal buzz of learningaround the school. It hasbeena
pleasure tosee theirinteractions with teachers and how excited they are when they have learnt
somethingnew. It'sbeenlovelytoshare these momentswith the children

We do appreciate your support with our decision making orthe changes that we make duringthis
challengingtime. We always have the children atthe centre of them. With regard to communication
- rememberthatouraim isto do the bestwe can do, everyone (and | do mean everyone here) is
working hard to make your child’s experience at school the bestit can be. We know there will be
times when things don’talways go according to plan and if you have a concern, your first port of call
has to be us. If you don’t communicate with us - we won’t know and can’t help you. This does not
mean we will change ourdecisions but we will explain our reasons behind ouractions. We all want
the children to be happy and safe but we do need torememberthat unfortunately timesare
different currently.

This newsletteris an essential read once aweek. Take the time, maybe have acup of tea and read
our updates.



Reminders to keep us all safe:
Thisinformation has been taken from:

https://www.northampton.gov.uk/info/406/our-town/2527/covid-19-advice-for-the-public/3

Residents of Northampton are being urged to take action as the number of cases has risen above the

national rate. We need to work togetherto preventalocal lockdown. We all need to take some
simple stepsinschool:

e Limit contact with others outside of your household or bubble

¢ Keep 2 metresfrom others at all times,

¢ Avoid meetingthose outside of your household or bubble in an indoor space
¢ Wash your hands regularly and thoroughly for 20 seconds each time

¢ Do not share items with others outside of your household or bubble.

Therefore, in school we are asking parentsand childrenin Year 4 to wait on the playground before
and afterschool to reduce the amount of people on the path near the Year 4 classroom. We will
openthe car park gates again to allow more space for parentstowalk If youneedto speaktoa
member of the office —make sure that you stand away from the window and don’t put your head
throughit. If you needtodiscussany sensitive matters please phone the school instead. We are re
marking the areas nearto the classrooms where only children should be, to allow there to be that
2m distance between parents and teachers. Your child must stay with you when walkingaround the
school buildingandif you are waiting for siblings, thisis for theirsafety. Children must not play
gameson the playground afterschool. Do not gatherin groups inthe playground and maintain the
1m+ distance when talking with others, do not allow your children to play on the playground
equipmentatthe endoftheday. Come at yourallocated startand finish timesand leave the
premises as soon as you have picked up your child. As always, thank you for your understanding
and support with keeping everyone safe.


https://www.northampton.gov.uk/info/406/our-town/2527/covid-19-advice-for-the-public/3
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Safety Snippet

Staying Safe Online — 10 Top Tips
1) Don’tpost any personal information online —like your address, email address or mobile number.

2) Think carefully before posting pictures orvideos of yourself. Once you’ve puta picture of
yourself online most people can see itand may be able to download it, it’s notjust yoursany more.

3) Keepyourprivacy settings as high as possible
4) Nevergive outyourpasswords
5) Don’tbefriend peopleyoudon’tknow

6) Don’t meet up with people you’ve metonline. Speaktoyourparentor carer about people
suggestingyoudo

7) Rememberthatnoteveryone onlineiswhotheysaytheyare
8) Think carefully aboutwhatyou say before you post somethingonline

9) Respectotherpeople’sviews, evenifyoudon’tagree with someone else’s views doesn’t mean
you needto be rude

10) Ifyou see somethingonlinethat makesyou feel uncomfortable, unsafeorworried: leavethe
website, turn off your computerif you wantto and tell atrusted adultimmediately.



Half Term

We break up on Friday 23rd Octoberand the children returnto school on Tuesday 3rd November.
Monday 2nd Novemberis atraining day.

Value of the Month - Cooperation

Think about these questions with your child athome. Whatdid | learn from my friends today? How

do | cooperate atschool? Is there someone who can help me achieve mygoal? Can | helpsomeone
achieve theirgoal? Are two heads betterthan one?



Try making some 'Autumn Art' as a family
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bdired on artycraftykids.com










Harvest

All children across the school have been working hard thisweek learning about harvest festivals
aroundthe world Thankyou foryour kind donations for harvestsofar. The box will be outside on
Monday 19th Octoberonly nextweek. Thisisto ensure that we keep everyone’s safety at the
forefrontof whatwe do. We have made links with ourlocal community and have developed away
of deliveringinaCovid safe way to local residents. If youfeel thatyou are able to donate, then we
are askingthatfood donations are non- perishable. Donations can be in the form of tinned goods,
driedfood (pasta, toiletries (toothpaste, shower gel and shampoo etc) or othernon-perishableitems
e.g. biscuits, crisps and squash. Thank you for yoursupport

Aspens - Special Menu

On 12th Novemberthere isaspecial menufor'Childrenin Need' - thisis differentto the advertised
menu.



PTA

FOOD FESTIVAL
oy Aspens

Thursday 12th November

Pudsey Burgers
Wacky Fries
Colourful Salad

Pudsey Chocolate Cupcakes




Thank youto the PTA forall their hard work. If youwouldlike tojointhe PTA, please contact the
office and we will pass on your details. This could be helping with events, offering supportto
organise events oreven sharing contacts with us forevents.

Reception Children

As part of Hardingstone Academy working together, we have 'Big Friend, Little Friend'thisis an
opportunity for Year6 and Reception children to work togetherand be a buddy. Thisyearis all
different so we have started this by Year 6 writing a postcard to the Reception children - pleaselook
outinthe post forthisto be delivered. We will then organise differentvirtual events together. Year

6 are very excited to meettheir'little friend'.

Mufti Day
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Wednesday 21st October will be a mufti day organised by the PTA for £1 donation. Please make
sure that your child dresses appropriately for school activities as they will still be outside for breaks

and lunch times.



Year 6 Event

Nextweek (Thursday 22nd and Friday 23rd October), Year 6 are able to come to school in PE kit for
two days of team building activities. On Friday, we will provide lunch foryour child and we will end
the eventwith a movie afternoon. There will be aletteremailed homeon Mondayto let you know
the chosenfilm. We know this doesn'tfully replace yourresidential but we be doing otheractivities
overthe year. We just wantto create lots of memories before you move toyour Secondary school.

Contact Details

CONTACT

In these unprecedented times whenthere isanincrease in contact through email and texts, please

help usto helpyou by keepingyour contact details up to date - if your email ortelephone number
has changed, please contact the school tolet us know as soon as possible. Thank you.




HISTORY

MONTH 2020

Black History Monthis once again a key focus for October. Thisis a special time where we promote
knowledge of black history, culture and heritage. We have looked at differentaspectsinour

assembly thisweek and challenged the childrenin KS2to find out about Walter Tull and his links to
Northampton.

>

assessments

The children have completed assessments during this term and we will be looking at how to use
interventions most effectively focusing on both the academicand wellbeing side of all children. We
will be sendingashort update report home at the end of this half term. This willincludetargets

that you can work on at home to supportyourchild. We thankyoufor your commitmenttoworking
in partnership with us.



[Parents

Evening

Sadly thisyear, inline with DfE guidelines, we will be holding our parents eveningvirtually using
Microsoft Teams. Each parentwill have a 10 min slot(with a5 minute gap between eachslotto
enable staff to connect to the next parent). These will be held afterschool on 1st, 2nd and 3rd
December 2020 - more detailstofollow early next half term.

Please be mindfulwhere you park before and after school, to ensure residents canstill access their
driveways at all times. Whilst we genuinely have no control overthe road outside the school, it really
doesupsetus when parents have a distressing experience. Please think about how youractions
mightimpacton others and considerif yourcar is parkedin a safe place for residents and children
walkinghome.
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Have a child yourself or the child of a family friend or neighbour
wanting to join Hardingstone Academy in September 2021?

Do you have a child whois the right age to start in Reception next September? Doyou have a family
friend orneighbourwhose childis ready to start Reception nextyear? At presentdueto
Coronavirus, schools are not able to offer parent tours of the school. On our website you will find a
lovely tourof the Early Years and the whole school tour will be onthere next week.

Virtual Parent Events

Normally we would be sharing an exciting dates list forthe term ahead including residential details,
harvest festival, class assemblies (which willnow be Trail of Knowledge Events) nativityand more.
We can confirm that we are currently putting plansin place forvirtual events and details will be in
next weeks newsletter. We will have to waitto see what the guidance will allowin the nearfuture.
Datesso far: w/b 19th October - Virtual Harvest Festival 22nd-23rd October - Year 6 team
building event 24th - 1st November - Half term 2nd November - Training Day 24th November -
Photo Day 1st, 2nd, 3rd December - Virtual Parents Evening These will all be virtual events and put
on the website, more datestofollow. We are currently organising virtual parents evening sessions
as we know how importantthese are - dates will follow after half term.



llinesses

CATCHIT. BINIT. KILLIT.

Whilst we encourage good attendance at school so that our children access a full education, we

would ask youto be mindful in this current time and consider carefully if your childis well enough to
attend school. Please reinforce NHS information - 'Catchit, Bin it, Kill it'

We have had an increased number of phone calls this week asking us to make decisions about
illnesses. We hope this will help youto make informed decisions:

e Ifyour child hashad an upsetstomach, sickness or diarrhoea they must be kept off school
for 48 hours.

¢ Ifyour child has a sore throat, runny nose or ear-ache, you must judge whether their health
isaffected and whetherthey are well enoughto attend school ornot.

e Ifyourchild hasa hightemperature, anew persistent cough and/orloses theirsense of taste
or smell, you must keep them off school and arrange a Covid-19test. Only aftera negative
testresult can yourchild returnto school. Bearin mindthat children who have receiveda
negative testresult may return to school still displaying a cough.



Celebrations of the Week

Well done to all the 'Stars of the Week' we are so proud of yourachievements. Keep up the great
attitudes and| can't waitto see all yourwork when | visityour bubble.






















Super Learners Across Our School

Thisweek children have been really busy with theirlearning. Have a look at the lovely classroom
environments and some work from around the school.
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Have a lovely weekend, Julie Stevens Head of School



